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"The Reading Workshop" by Lucy Calkins is a guide for 

teachers seeking to implement a workshop approach to teaching 

reading in elementary classrooms. Calkins advocates for a 

student-centered approach that emphasizes choice, 

independence, and authentic engagement with literature. 

Key themes and takeaways from the book include: 

Workshop Structure: Calkins outlines the components of a 

reading workshop, including mini-lessons, independent reading time, 

small group instruction, and sharing sessions. The workshop model 

provides students with opportunities to practice reading strategies, 

engage in meaningful discussions, and receive personalized support 

from the teacher. 

Balanced Literacy Approach: The book promotes a balanced 

literacy approach that integrates reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening skills. Calkins emphasizes the interconnected nature of 

literacy and encourages teachers to create holistic learning 

experiences that address multiple aspects of language development. 

 

Reader's Workshop Essentials: Calkins highlights the 

importance of creating a supportive and inclusive classroom 

environment where students feel empowered to take ownership of 

their learning. She provides guidance on fostering a love of reading, 

building reading stamina, and promoting a growth mindset. 
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Authentic Assessment: The book offers practical strategies 

for assessing students' reading progress, including informal 

observations, reading conferences, and student self-reflection. 

Calkins advocates for using a variety of assessment methods to 

gather rich and meaningful data about students' reading abilities 

and preferences. 

Teacher Professional Development: Calkins emphasizes the 

importance of ongoing professional development for teachers to 

deepen their understanding of effective reading instruction and 

refine their teaching practices. The book provides resources and 

recommendations for further reading, professional learning 

communities, and workshops. 

Overall, "The Reading Workshop" promotes a student-

centered and inquiry-based approach to teaching reading that 

prioritizes authentic learning experiences and meaningful 

engagement with literature. By implementing the workshop 

model, teachers can create dynamic and supportive learning 

environments where students develop a lifelong love of reading 

and become skilled, independent readers. 


